CONGRATULATIONS

To our E Team on their Success at the EastConn show!

6-9 females: Matt & Enya, VP1       Patty,Danny, Elektra VP3
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6-9 Males: Amy, Chris & EvanderVP1     Darlene, Scott & Emerson VP2
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and we are proud of little Gem & Gift who both earned VP on their 1st show, at barely 4 months old!
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*Faust earned his VP, this was his 1st show (3-6 males)
unfortunately, only photo has red tape in his face!
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*Danka was VP

*Charlotte was 3d, 12-18 females

*Cosy was V2, Working Females

(no photos)

We seem to be creating many traditions; one is the Tiki bar.. the other is the Show Diary. For this entry in the show diary, I want to mostly focus on our Team of owners. The team spirit is so important, and it is so apparent with this group of people.

Our show preparation begins weeks prior to shows, when the dedicated owners bring their dogs to us for stacking, teeth checks, & gaiting practice.

We interrupt the regular training day schedule to add in Show Training. This adds time to the day & often, the weather isn’t so cooperative. But there they all are, freezing their butts off while we run dogs around the ring.

Some of these owners are not especially interested in showing. But, as part of our team, they have committed to doing it with the rest of the group.

As the show drew closer, I realized I had a problem. I had spent so much time with everyone else’s pups, I hadn’t even put my own very young ones on a leash! How were they going to gait and stack if they had never even walked on a leash??? 

Patty, Jenn & Matt were quick to offer me help. They came on non training days, and spent time stacking, handling, gaiting with my puppies. These are owners who don’t just come here and let Me do the work.. they are all learning how to stack and handle & all help eachother. At the end of the week, the puppies were much more comfortable moving forward on lead. They had ceased the erratic backward movement; no more trying to back out of the device!

I feel really lucky to have a group of owners; now an extension of our family, who truly understand how a Team helps one another!

The day before a show is always hectic here. We have so many dogs to prepare- and if the weather is bad, I might have a group of muddy, dirty critters who need baths after they play! Nails might need trimming, ears wiping; it is time consuming when there is also packing to do, and the usual chores at home.( My H litter are Gremlins & they set about dirtying a room just as soon as  I clean it!)

Again; everyone helped. Scott & Darlene offered use of an extra trailer, for all the STUFF we set up. (Tents, heater, Tiki Bar! Chairs)

Matt came the night before to help pack & get organized. At 2 a.m. we were just finishing cleaning the H litter’s whelping room for the last time! 

We had a team plan for getting set up at the show. The owners could just worry for their own dogs, but they don’t. Chris, Dave, Rick, Matt, Scott, & Danny set up  “Base Camp Traumhof Tiki”. Jenn, Patty, Darlene, Amy & I got everyone registered and moved puppies out to pee etc.

Suddenly, I realized it was time to start, and I had not put finishing touches on a single puppy! I called out for Show leads, & for help getting pups to the ring… basically started calling out “orders”… and off I went. 

When my 2 girls came from 3-6, Team members took them, handed me my next puppy for next class, and informed me he had been groomed. Someone reported that Scott had been preparing all the dogs.
They kept puppies coming and going smoothly while I ran double handling all morning!

I am so pleased, not only with their places and success, but in their support of one another, their performance as double handlers, and in how prepared their dogs were for the ring. Not ONE of their puppies squirmed for the stack or avoided teeth check. They focused on their owner, ears up, expressive, comfortable. That takes work. These are still puppies, and for some, it was their first show!

For Evander/Amy & Chris, this was his 2nd show, his 2nd win!

This puppy was sold as a pet!

For Enya, this was her 2nd show, VP1, following a VP5 Canadian Sieger show.

I am looking forward to next season with this crew!

Meanwhile, as I ran the ring for what seemed like forever… the E team put their dogs up (We also set up a crate base camp, so dogs could remain with us at Camp Traumhof Tiki), & started on hot cocoa, Tiki drinks, & heating up lunch.

Again, a TEAM effort.

Several of our friends/acquaintances  commented: 

“Wow.. you guys go all out… ”

“ I sure see a lot of people in your colors…”

“There was a lot of blue/yellow around the ring”

And Patty answered “That is because we are a Team!”
*

Through out the day, our team looked after my puppies & helped eachother.

At one point, my little ones were looking cold. We moved their crates under the tent and near our heater. Meanwhile, Jenn held Gem in her lap under a blanket to warm her.
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We took along Isabelle, Figgy, and Ginny who were not showing. I simply can’t double for that many 3-6 girls at one time! So we chose two, and the others came for experience. They played in an x pen, walked around, and then napped! It was a big day for them.
At lunch time, I got the phone call every dog owner dreads. My neighbor, called to tell me he saw a group of my dogs running lose in his yard, and some were jumping on his customers at his farm stand.

I was 2 hours away, and everyone familiar with my dogs was WITH me.

Needless to say, I had a mini nervous breakdown. It turned out that Clark Kent, Banner and Brina – all friendly dogs – had somehow managed to get out of their play yard. (They were in a fenced hay field, with access to our home thru a dog door. They have NEVER even TRIED to escape their area before.)

Those three took off to explore in my barn (Horse manure is dessert to dogs!) & had ventured to the farm stand where Christmas tree shoppers provided attention. (I am pretty sure the people were frightened as a “Pack of big dogs” descended.
Luckily, the only damage Clark Kent would ever do would be to lick you to death.)
Meanwhile, KiKi had remained at the house, on guard duty, ever vigilant. Her daughter Annika and her surrogate daughter, Bunny had also stayed home.

A friend of mine, Rebecca, just by chance stopped by to drop off something for me. She is a dog trainer, and she took charge, corralled the boys in the house, and Brina and took a head count. All were present.. by now, KiKi was furiously barking at the intruder, & Rebecca was trying to determine where the dogs had got out. THANKS to Rebecca for rescuing my babies!!!
I was afraid to that the girls might still find a way to get out, but Rebecca saw no fence breaks! I decided to pack up everything and leave the show early. I was upset that it would take so long to pack up! But, By this time I had been on the phone for a half hour, and Jenn and Dave had left the show and were hurrying to my place.

My dogs know them as Auntie Jenn and Uncle Dave, and the dogs were happy to see them. KiKi is a fierce home protector who generally won’t allow anyone in if I am not home. But, she seemed to know something was up, and Jenn was able to secure the dog door with everyone inside.

I was able to go on and show Cosy (to V2) because Jenn & Dave had gone home for me. (Cosy has been bred to Ronadlo Zellergrund & is about 1 month along.) 

THANKS to Dave & Jenn for operation Rescue, too!

 I was exhausted from the panic, but lunch was done now, and I had to run with Cosy! 

Again, thanks to our Team, who made sure everyone got food, drink and was cared for while I was otherwise occupied!

*Our newest Team Members, David & Paul, also came out to show support and see their puppy’s siblings show. We can tell they will fit right in – they were freezing out there with the rest, and also helping to hold dogs, carry equipment, break down camp.

*Guys, we are excited to have you on board!*

LOOK for David & Paul’s Xenia/Sherry puppy Showing this Spring! We think he will follow in his big brothers’ footsteps!
I was really happy to see that, although I was too focused on my phone call from home to welcome them, everyone else welcomed David and Paul into our group with their usual warmth!
* 
*Finally, I want to say THANK YOU to our good friend, Pete McGinn, who is one of the best  handlers out there, and who tirelessly handled for us in multiple classes. Pete & his wife Lenore had their own pups and dog to show, but they graciously helped out with ours. Without a good handler to show the dog to his/her best, you can’t get far. Pete handled both Enya & Evander to their wins, and Cosy to V2!

And a huge Thank You to Bill – who was referred to me by my friend Randy,  and who also graciously agreed to help out. Bill skillfully handled our toughest puppies – the young ones with no experience – as well as 

Handling Elektra to VP3 & Emerson to VP2.
I am especially grateful to Bill for helping ensure my baby puppies had a good first experience.

And Thanks to Jenn, who handled Gift & also ensured she had a great first show!

THANKS FOR HANDLING OUR DOGS!!!!!!!!!!!!!

*

Although we enjoy showing & we do attend whenever we can, conformation shows are Not our first priority. We focus more on breeding for character, and on our Herding dogs work ethic. We place our puppies first in the best suited home for each. If the pick puppy’s best fit home is not a show home, we place the puppy anyway.
We love that our puppies & families come to us for training and join our team. We love to watch the puppies and owners progress and to be part of helping develop their working relationship. It is greatly rewarding for us to see how loved the puppies are, and how the dogs have brought people together and created new friendships. The Team spirit is not just for shows… it is part of what we are all cultivating day in and day out.
Congratulations to all of our dogs/owners on a successful show season & successful training! 

We can’t wait for 2009 – not only for the first shows, but also for those “puppies”  working towards their BH to reach an age to achieve this next goal!
*
Matt stacking Gift
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