Misinformation & Incorrect Assertions

When you own a German Shepherd Dog puppy, you are highly likely to have people -including your vet -dispense advice & information they feel you really should think about/know – except… it is not always true. 

I’d like to dispel some incorrect and widely asserted claims, based on my experience living with many GSDs, breeding litters over many years & many generations, and based on my background as a trainer, which also exposed me to many GSDs.

1. Your puppy/dog is probably NOT too thin.
Most likely your puppy is perfect weight, if you are feeding him high quality food at the amount recommended. Puppies can look either weedy or have rounded balloon bellies when they have parasites, but assuming your puppy is routinely wormed & well fed, he is more likely to be going through the “Taffy Pull stretch” – a growth period where he gets long and tall. An adolescent GSD or a puppy in rapid growth phase can look ribby and gawky – and this is preferable to looking hefty and fat. Many pet dogs range from fat to obese, but vets tell owners they are a healthy weight. This is fact. Vets can not be expected to know the normal growth rate & weight in development of every breed, but they make statements to puppy owners all the time. They tell owners of a puppy I feel is too heavy, that the puppy is perfect. They tell owners of a typically leaner puppy, the puppy is too thin. And then a race to add weight begins. Sigh. Once their height is attained and most growth has occurred Young adult dogs also look thin for a while, before filling out.  Some lines mature notoriously late, others sooner.  I worry about a thin dog is if the dog is LOSING weight, despite a ravenous appetite. If this happens, there must be a reason and the dog will need some medical tests.(Perhaps for EPI, and or parasites or SIBO.)Your dog is not going to be adversely affected by being on the lean side – in fact, that is healthier for his growing joints than obesity is!

2. Your puppy at 10 weeks does not have a poor coat, he has puppy fur.

Puppies are adorably fluffy. This puppy fuzz is not their final coat. Some puppies begin to get a “real” coat as early as 9-10 weeks, but most retain puppy fuzz a few weeks longer. Owners most often notice that the hair along the top of the back suddenly is finer/glossier compared to fuzz down the sides of the dog. Puppy fuzz is not usually glossy and shiny the way “real” coat is. And, after a bath, especially around the time of the coat change, there is often some dander/flaking skin. This is not indicative of  a long term “poor coat”. 
Young adult and adult dogs also undergo coat changes during their “molting” – the bi annual big shed. Bathing will help loosen the shedding coat, and brushing or raking helps take it off. Many dogs get itchy during this process, some are prone to hot spots (usually during a hot weather shed), and the shedding dog appears “bald”, smaller/thinner to the owner, and the coat FEELS rougher. This is normal. In a few weeks the new coat is in, and it is once again glossy and feels lovely. A vet who hasn’t seen your dog in a while, and sees him during shedding, may comment on his poor coat quality. But, this is a normal occurrence and the coat will improve on its own without expensive additives or medicated baths needed.

3. When your dog bounds oddly through snow, high grass, or hops in deep sand, he is Not displaying evidence of HD.
Puppies move awkwardly. They bounce around. They can look wobbly or ungainly. During rapid growth, they can have more reach behind than in front. It is a myth that every time a puppy moves with a hop, it is bc he must have HD. HD is diagnosed through Xrays. Unless the peanut gallery commenting on your puppy has Xray vision, they are simply running their mouths about their knowledge of HD in GSDs. 

4. Your puppy does Not have to be on a “puppy formula” if he is eating properly and you use a balanced food.

There are foods formulated to be “all life phases,”& there are foods that provide the necessary nutrients for your puppy, even if they are not labeled puppy food. Further, most GSD puppies are ready to transition OFF puppy food and onto adult food by 5-6 months old.

5. Your puppy and later your dog, will shed. This is not due to an allergy.

6. IF two parents produce three litters with 19 puppies and in that third litter, one puppy is discovered to have a genetic or congenital defect..this does not mean both parents should be retired from future breeding. 

The internet warriors & even some Veterinarians will tell owners of a puppy/dog diagnosed with a problem that the parents of the animal should not be bred, and the breeder should be alerted so he/she can take the parents out of the program. If you have an understanding of genetics, and the mode by which particular problems are inherited, you know that because a pair of dogs produced a problem, does not necessarily mean they will produce it again nor that they produced it before. Think of your own family. Do you and your siblings have the exact same health conditions? If your family has one child with a heritable condition, does that mean your parents stopped having children?  Perhaps the dogs’ bloodlines should not be combined again, but tossing the parents from the gene pool is generally ridiculous.
When an animal is diagnosed with some issues, it is also common for the vet to insinuate that the breeder probably knew there was a problem and had the problem before. This is nonsense. Most reputable breeders are highly concerned with producing healthy puppies. Genetics and heritability is not an exact science and mode of inheritance also effects the odds of a problem manifesting. 

7. It is not irresponsible to breed a female on back to back heats. In fact, it is generally agreed (by Reproductive Vets)  to be a better plan.

Like many things, the school of thought on this has changed over the years. I used a highly regarded Veterinary practice with excellent Drs. who specialized in Reproductive Medicine. I consulted with them for my breeding plans, and was told by all of them that it is better to decide the number of breedings you plan to do, and do them back to back vs spacing them out skipping a heat between every breeding. Traditionally, I bred most of my girls between 2-3 as a start, & ending at age 6. A couple of my valuable girls finished at age 5, another was bred til age 7. Each dog doesn’t have umpteen litters. Well cared for, healthy females can have puppies without it taxing them so much that they need a year to recover. Breeding back to back often means the female “retires” from breeding at a younger age.

8. I don’t care what the size chart says; your puppy will mature to over 50 lbs and the weight and size chart is ludicrous, especially when there are so many ‘types” of GSD. Different lines mature differently. I pay no attention to the chart, and instead pay attention to the individual.
And related to above:

9. I don’t care what his size chart says or what your vet said is healthy – your dog should not be heavy/fat, & he should not be 90 lbs at 8 months old.
I am sorry, I disagree with the vet or tech who goes by his “body score index” and a chart. A GSD should not be 6 months old and roly poly.

10. Your dog does not need to be dominated, alpah’d, squashed, rolled, or otherwise oppressed. Unless you are an evil dictator.

11. Your dog does NOT need umpteen shots in a series, vaccines should not all be given at once, and you should be told to look for reactions; both at the site of injection localized and overall.
I urge you to do some research on current vaccine protocals and make an educated decision on what you feel is best vs allowing a vet to just give your dog every vaccine.

12. There is negligible health benefit to neutering your dog a few months earlier and in fact, there is benefit to waiting til he matures.

Research current studies on this matter and make an educated decision for your pet.
13. Undescended testicles are common & while it is a more involved surgery bc it involves going in and finding the testicle, it is VERY COMMON and done routinely. It is not a rare occurrence. Your dog is not likely going to develop testicular cancer in the retained testicle if you neuter him at 14 months vs 6. (It is a way to get 50 bucks more out of you, for the extra trouble..but it should not be an extra 150!!! )
14. Your heavy headed puppy whose jaw is growing at a varied rate, and who has developed an overbite, will usually be fine by maturity.…. DO NOT succumb to the pressure to do 4,000 corrective dental surgery. By the time your dog is a few months older; it will correct itself 9 out of 10- times. I promise. It will. ( I wonder if  the reason they want to do expensive surgery before age X months Is bc they know it will not be an issue later!)
There are so many breeds and one person can’t be expected to be an expert in the norms of development for every breed. Your breeder, however, SHOULD have a vast knowledge of what is typical, and in many cases is better equipped to advise you than someone with no experience with your puppy’s breed & his relatives.

